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The importance of this question is not, however, altogether to be measured by the number of individuals who learn the foreign tongue. A further point has to be considered. With what object do the educated classes amongst the subject races acquire the linguistic knowledge ? To what uses do they turn it when it is acquired ?
The stimulus, whether in ancient or modern times, has manifestly been self-interest. The Gaul and the Spaniard wished to rise to high positions in the service of Rome, and before they had been Romanized for long, they were able to do so. The native of India is even now complaining in shrill tones, and, in some cases, not without a certain amount of reason, that the opportunities accorded to him for rising are insufficient. But when we turn from the original motives which impelled the ancient and the modern respectively to acquire the linguistic knowledge, to the use to which it is applied when acquired, the analogy ceases. Rather may it be said that there is a remarkable contrast; for the knowledge of Latin did not serve as a solvent. On the contrary, it knit the subject race to its conquerors, and if it eventually helped to invert the parts which had